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All or None; or Compromises Refused 
By CH Spurgeon 


(This is part of a sermon given by Mr Spurgeon on 29th March, 1885. It was under 
the above title and he had five Scripture texts. We have given his remarks under only 
one of those texts). 


Pharaoh proposes a compromise, and this is found in Exodus 8:28 — “Only ye shall not 
go very far away.’ 

Satan says, ‘Yes, I see your conscience tells you that you must come out from the 
world, and come out from sin, but do not go very far away, for you may want to come 
back again. In the first place, do not make it public. Do not join a church. Be like a rat 
behind the wainscot; never come out except it be at night to get a mouthful of food. Do 
not commit yourself by being baptised, and joining the church; do not go so very far as 
that. Just try, if you can, and save yourself from the wrath to come by secret religion, 
but do not let any one know it. There really cannot be any need of actually saying, I am 
a Christian.’ 

My friend, this is the very depth of Satan. When a soldier goes to the barrack-room, 
if he is a child of God he may say, ‘I shall not kneel down to pray because they might 
throw a boot at me, as they generally do in the barrack-room. I can keep my religion to 
myself.’ That man will go wrong. But if he boldly says, ‘I will fly my flag. I ama 
Christian, and I will never yield that point, come what may;’ he will stand. The 
beginning of yielding is like the letting out of water; no man knows to what a flood it 
will come. This is what Satan would have with some of you, that you may fall by little 
and little. Therefore defeat him: come out boldly. Take up your cross, and follow Jesus. 
‘He that believeth and is baptised shall be saved.’ 

The tempter also says, ‘Do not be so very precise and exact. The Puritanic saints — 
well, people point the finger at them. You need not be quite so particular.’ By which he 
means this — that you may sin as much as you like so long as you do not violate 
propriety; and that, after all, you are not to obey God thoroughly, but only to obey him 
when it pleases you. This is flat rebellion against God. This will never do. 

‘Well, he says, ‘if you are to be so precise, yet do not be so desperately earnest. There 
are some of those friends down there at the Tabernacle who are always looking after the 
souls of others, and trying to proclaim Christ to everybody. You know they are a very 
dogmatic lot, and they are a great deal too pushing and fanatical. Do not go with them.’ 
Just so. He means, stand and serve the Lord, because you dare not do any other, but 
never give him your heart; never throw your soul into His cause. That is what Satan 
says; and do you think that such traitorous service will save you? 

If Moses had thought that going a little way into the wilderness would have saved 
Israel, he would have let them go a little way into the wilderness, and there would have 
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been an end of it. But Moses knew that nothing would do for God’s Israel but to go 
clean away as far as ever they could, and put a deep Red Sea between them and Egypt. 
He knew that they were never to turn back again, come what might, and so Moses 
pushed for a going forth to a distance; as I would in God’s name push for full committal 
to Christ with everybody who is tempted to a compromise. 

‘Oh, but,’ Satan will say, ‘be earnest too. Yes, be earnest. Of course that is right 
enough; and be precise in all your actions; but do not be one of those people who are 
always praying in secret. You can keep an open religious profession going without 
much private praying, without heart-searching, without communion with God. These 
are tough things,’ says he, ‘to keep up. You will find it difficult to maintain the inward 
life, and preserve a clean heart and a right spirit. Let these go by default, and attend to 
externals, and be busy and active; and that will do.’ But it will not do, for unless the 
heart and soul be renewed by the Spirit of God, it little matters what your externals may 
be. You have failed before God unless your very soul is joined unto Him by a perpetual 
covenant that shall never be forgotten. 

What a blessing it is when a man can say,. I have done with these compromises; I do 
not want to serve God and win favour with the world. I do not want to go just a little 
way from the world. I pray God to divide me from the world by an everlasting divorce, 
just as it was with Paul when he said, ‘The world is crucified unto me, and I unto the 
world.’ ‘From henceforth let no man trouble me; for I bear in my body the marks of the 
Lord Jesus.’ Happy man who has come right out under divine guidance to seek the 
eternal Canaan! His is the path of safety and acceptance; but they that temporise and 
parley with sin and Satan will find mischief come out of it. 


(The following gives the thoughts of Mr Spurgeon on the same text as given in his book 
of daily readings entitled, ‘Morning by Morning’). 


This is a crafty word from the lip of the arch-tyrant Pharaoh. If the poor bondaged 
Israelites must needs go out of Egypt, then he bargains with them that it shall not be very 
far away; not too far for them to escape the terror of his arms, and the observation of his 
spies. After the same fashion, the world loves not the nonconformity of nonconformity, 
or the dissidence of dissent, it would have us be more charitable and not carry matters 
with too severe a hand. Death to the world, and burial with Christ, are experiences 
which carnal minds treat with ridicule, and hence the ordinance which sets them forth 
is almost universally neglected, and even contemned. Worldly wisdom recommends the 
path of compromise, and talks of ‘moderation.’ 

According to this carnal policy, purity is admitted to be very desirable, but we are 
warned against being too precise; truth is of course to be followed, but error is not to be 
severely denounced. ‘Yes,’ says the world, ‘be spiritually minded by all means, but do 
not deny yourself a little gay society, an occasional ball, and a Christmas visit to a 
theatre. What is the good of crying down a thing when it is so fashionable, and 
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everybody does it?’ Multitudes of professors yield to this cunning advice, to their own 
eternal ruin. If we would follow the Lord wholly, we must go right away into the 
wilderness of separation, and leave the Egypt of the carnal world behind us. We must 
leave its maxims, its pleasures, and its religion too, and go far away to the place where 
the Lord calls His sanctified ones. 

When the town is on fire, our house cannot be too far from the flames. When the 
plague is abroad, a man cannot be too far from its haunts. The further from a viper the 
better, and the further from worldly conformity the better. To all true believers let the 
trumpet-call be sounded, ‘Come ye out from among them, be ye separate’ 


Holy Scripture Taken Literally is 
Spiritual 


By George H Fromow 
(This article is taken from Watching and Waiting, October, 1949). 


We submit that, as our S.G.A.T. motto puts it: “God has said what He means, and 
means what He says;’ therefore we must read the Bible in its literal sense. 

Bishop Hooper’s axiom states it thus: ‘Where a literal interpretation will stand, the 
farthest from the literal is generally the worst.’ 

The conveners of the Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony have expressed it this way: 
‘We adhere to the principle of receiving the Word of God, in its literal sense, except 
where obviously figurative, and in so receiving Prophetic Truth, emphasise the fact that 
this enhances, and does not diminish, experimental enjoyment of the Doctrines of 
Grace, also so learned.’ Yes, ‘Doctrine also so learned.’ Every foundation of the 
Christian faith can be established by receiving the very words of the Authorised Version 
in the plain, ordinary, everyday meaning thereof; that is in their natural or grammatical 
sense. There is no warrant to depart from this principal in the subject of Prophetic 
Scriptures. 


Man-made Methods of Interpretation 
Man-made methods of interpretation arc many and confusing; human ingenuity has 
invented modes of interpretation of the Scriptures, which have glossed over their real 
meaning. 
1. Some Spiritualise the Word; or more truly said, they mysticise it, or even worse 
than that, they often vaporise it into meaninglessness. One chief evil of this method is 
that it gives the blessings of Israel to the Church and leaves that nation curses only. 
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2. Some Materialise the Word. They reduce all prophecy to temporal. carnal, and 
material things; they carnalise the Word. These are such as take the predictions 
concerning the Day of the Lord, or the thousand years of blessing, and apply them to 
this present age, e.g. the Papacy applies them to the Roman Catholic Church and 
imagines that she reigns now over the kings of the earth. Rome is a pastmaster at 
materialising the prophets. She invented the spiritualising system to serve her own 
ends, by applying the Israel prophecies to herself and so to bolster up her claim to 
temporal power. Only in less measure some of the Protestant bodies have applied 
similar scriptures to State Churches or to Christendom as a whole; likewise, the British 
Israelites apply them to a temporal material carnal empire. 

3. Some Modernise the Word. They treat the Word as though much of it was poetry. 
They give it a poetic or non-natural sense; such are in truth religious rationalists, they 
deny verbal inspiration; though in reality, there can be no other plenary inspiration than 
verbal. 

Surely the commonsense and only possible answer to all these schools of interpretation 
is to take words in their grammatical sense and so arrive at the divine meaning: for in 
the divine revelation we have ‘words divine in man’s poor human speech,’ as Dr, Bonar 
expressed it. Let it always be granted that the fuller the knowledge of the original 
languages the better the understanding. 


William Tyndale 

William Tyndale said: ‘The greatest cause of the captivity and decay of faith, and this 
blindness wherein we now are, sprang first of allegories. For Origen, and the doctors 
of his time, drew all the Scripture into allegory ... insomuch that twenty doctors 
expound one text in twenty ways, as children make descant into plain song. Yea, they 
are come into such blindness, that they not only say that the literal profiteth not, but also 
that it is hurtful and killeth the soul.’ Then he adds these solemn and weighty words, 
which it were well that all Protestants and Bible students laid to heart: “God is a Spirit, 
and all His words are spiritual. His literal sense is spiritual, and all His words are 
spiritual.’ 


Adolph Saphir 

The whole millennial scheme is designated by some modern teachers as being ‘carnal,’ 
and implying retrogression instead of progressive development. 

But Adolph Saphir, D.D. says ‘My reply is twofold: (a) The word ‘carnal’ is 
ambiguous. Flesh means sin and corruption, and is opposed to the Spirit; but 
embodiment outward manifestation, concrete form, is not opposed to the Spirit. 
Carnal means sinful and hostile to God; the evil spirits, who we suppose possess no 
bodies, are carnal, but the Son of God became man, the Word was made flesh, He took 
upon Him a human body as well as a reasonable soul. God’s ways and thoughts are not 
ours. While the abstract and ethereal imagination of human reason creates a god, who 
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is not spirit, the God of the Bible is God manifest in the flesh — Immanuel. Metaphysics 
may not find out a god like the God of Israel. Did not Abraham welcome three 
strangers; and did he not stand by and see them eat? And yet one of them was the Lord. 
Did not Jesus, after His resurrection, eat before His disciples, who gave Him a piece of 
a broiled fish and honey? Is not the earth to be the scene of God’s triumph and 
manifestation? Whatever is revealed is spiritual, whatever man imagines is carnal; the 
end of the ways of God is embodiment. The Son of God became man. 

‘But (b) it must be borne in mind that in the Millennium, the glorified church, the saints 
of the most high places, the transfigured children of the first resurrection, are in a 
heavenly inheritance, and they rule over Israel and the nations. They need no temple and 
no commemorative services, no discipline, and no earthly trial. But it is different with 
the Jews and the nations of the earth. A righteous and peaceful reign, instead of 
injustice, cruelty and war; truth and equity, purity and devotion, love to God and to man, 
instead of the abominations of idolatry, selfishness, lust, and avarice, which characterise 
now so many of the nations of the earth — is this no progress, no blessedness, no miracle, 
which God alone can bring about? 

“On earth God has been denied and forgotten; His Commandments were transgressed, 
and His honour disregarded; in nations and kingdoms the human race has disregarded 
His will, and failed to glorify Him; but the kingdoms of the earth, as such, are to become 
subject to Christ. After the four kingdoms of the beasts (in which humanity is degraded, 
and power and cunning and selfishness rule); then shall be the kingdom of the Son of 
Man, when men will live (nationally and individually) under the influence of spiritual 
motives, and the rule of righteousness and love. Then shall all earthly things be 
spiritual, all secular things be done in the light of eternity; holiness unto the Lord shall 
be written on the minutest detail of everyday life. And this is neither carnal nor 
retrograde; but spiritual arid the fulfilment of prophecy. 


Love the Literalities of Scripture 

‘T love the literalities of Scripture and believe that the literal view of Scripture history 
and promises is truly Spiritual; for what is meant by ‘spiritual’ if not that which is 
according to the Spirit of God and revealed by the Spirit of the Word? it is not only 
Moses and the prophets who declare the future of Israel restored and converted, but our 
blessed Lord Himself came as the minister of the circumcision to confirm the promises 
made of God unto the fathers. He predicted the day when the whole nation will 
welcome Him. The apostle Paul teaches emphatically, and in organic connection with 
the doctrines of the Gospel, that all Israel shall be saved; and no book of the New 
Testament is so essentially Jewish as the Gospel of John, in which Israel is distinguished 
from the children of God scattered abroad as that nation for which Jesus should die, in 
which, at the foot of the cross, we are reminded that Israel shall look upon Him Whom 
they have pierced. 

‘And why should it be thought a strange thing that Israel’s history will be consummated 
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by a direct interference of God, ‘the glorious appearing of our great God and Saviour’? 
Was not Israel’s history miraculous from the very beginning? The call of Abraham, the 
birth of Isaac, the exodus out of Egypt, the preservation of Israel in the wilderness, the 
entrance into Canaan, the anointing of David by Samuel — in all these facts we see the 
directing interference of Divine Power. And, last of all, it was not immediately after 
David and Solomon that the Messiah came, lest Israel’s history should be constructed 
according to the modern ideas of natural evolution; but it was in the time of Judea’s 
lowest condition, when subject to the Roman emperor, that God visited and redeemed 
His people. Angels descended to announce Messiah’s birth. Christ was born of a virgin 
— miracle of miracles! And thus the conclusion of Israel’s history will be God’s act, and 
manifest to the whole world as supernatural and divine. ‘Hear the word of the LORD, 
O ye nations,. and declare it in the isles afar off, and say, He that scattered Israel will 
gather him, and keep him, as a shepherd doth his flock’ (Jeremiah 31:10).’ 


B W Newton 

We find ourselves in accord with the following principles laid down by Benjamin Wills 
Newton. He wrote: ‘In the first place, I adhere to the ancient canon, that where a literal 
interpretation can be adopted, the farthest from the literal is commonly the worst: and 
that the literal may be adopted where no proved absurdity or impossibility follows its 
adoption. Secondly, I inquire whether a different principle of interpretation could be 
adopted consistently throughout the whole passage; so as for no clause to be dropped 
out or set aside on pretence of poetic exaggeration. Thirdly, I ask which interpretation 
would best agree with the testimony of the rest of Scripture — especially those parts of 
Scripture which definitely apply to the same period.’ 


Literal, Figurative, Symbolic 

While maintaining these principles we do not suggest that figurative and symbolic 
language is not employed. All literature, and even common everyday speech, abounds 
in figurative uses of words. So also does the Bible, especially so the prophetic writings. 
But a liberal use of figures for the illustration of a statement does not, in any of these 
writings, destroy the literality of the statement itself. Neither does it in the Bible. In 
fact, prophecy is written in three ways: 

(1) Literally — Isaiah 10 and 11; 55:13; 2 Thessalonians 2:3-13. 

(2) Figuratively — Isaiah 8:7-8; Matthew 23. 

(3) Symbolically — Zechariah 5; Ezekiel 37. 
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Unfulfilled Prophecy in Relation to the 
Doctrines of Grace 


By John Hunt Lynn 
(Taken from from the book, ‘Grace, Government and Glory’) 


The Doctrines of Free and Sovereign Grace constitute the only scripturally doctrinal 
testimony. 

The Doctrines of Grace are spoken of as ‘Calvinism’ or ‘High Calvinism’ by 
adherents, as ‘hyper-Calvinism’ by others. It were better to avoid the name of a man, 
retaining the descriptive phrase ‘Doctrines of Grace.’ 

Other doctrinal systems (1) have traditional genesis; originating from human opinion, 
historical events, etc. (2) They imply or affirm freedom of the will as fundamental and 
essential, whether in relation to law or gospel, and make Salvation volitional. (3) They 
subordinate the Divine Will to the human on the part both of unregenerate and 
regenerate: ‘If we will let Him’ is the amazing and awful expression reiterated by voice 
and pen. (4) They are educationally maintained or propagated by the teachers of 
theological seminaries. (5) They postulate quasi-biblical proof or confirmation by (a) 
citations disjoined from context; (b) by modifications or qualifications of scriptural 
terms; (c) by abuse of grammar, notwithstanding educational training. 

The Doctrines of Grace are the plain language of Inspired Oracles. In briefest recital 
they constitute a summarised or arranged index of Holy Writ in regard to ‘the things that 
accompany salvation,’ so that execution of the charge to ‘preach the Word’ simply and 
clearly promulgates these doctrines. This fact so absorbingly gripped the minds of 
many men of God that it seemed to them that the Scriptures contain nothing more; that 
the story of creation, the historic records, e.g., the wilderness journeyings, and the 
Levitical service and symbols, etc. are given almost entirely for the purpose of 
illustrating and enforcing them, the corollary being that unfulfilled prophecy is 
similarly given. Thus Zion, Jerusalem and Israel arc referred to as synonyms for the 
Church; revelation of their future blessing is treated mystically, under the euphemism 
of ‘spiritualising,’ and not to be taken literally; and to aver that the Son of God will 
reign over the earth is said to carnalise the spiritual; and to degrade the ascended Lord. 
So jealous were some gracious men for the Gospel of Grace that the precepts were very 
diffidently viewed, and if a preacher used the word ‘duty’ he was suspected of being 
legal-minded.’ The pulpit was thus confined to soundness of doctrine, coupled with 
testimony of a well defined experience, and testimony to the ipsissima verba of Holy 
Scripture in relation to Israel and to the Davidic covenant was denounced. 

The Doctrines of Grace are imbibed spiritually, effectually, intelligently and 
permanently by reception of the Inspired Word. Comment or elucidation is not 
requisite. The writings or arguments of men may convey them, but these agencies are 
subsidiary only, and of use chiefly when the mind of the learner is biassed by tradition 
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or by unscriptural teaching. 

Thus disciples of Free Grace Teaching, as far as these doctrines are concerned, sitting 
at the Master’s feet, realise that God in the Scriptures of Truth says what He means and 
means exactly what He says; their one and only question being ‘What saith the 
Scripture?’ This attitude excludes the arrogance of man’s judgment of the Divine Word; 
the Word of God judges us, we may not judge it. Reception, Perception, Retention, 
Promulgation; these constitute a quartette of completeness. 

In regard to the ‘Sure Word of Prophecy’ free grace men and women are therefore 
peculiarly favoured, inasmuch as by their enjoyment of doctrine that is simply the Word 
of Truth they are initially prepared, as the simple, to receive God’s ‘thus it is written,’ 
and so to avoid the subtleties and sophistries of men. Such privilege involves a call to 
definite knowledge of the Revelation given, as the Will of God, both for the present and 
for the future, the more so as the preceptive counsels are intimately associated 
therewith. It also involves duty as to the testimony to be borne. These considerations 
imply that the Free Grace Churches should be the chief attestors of these things; and yet 
there appear to be relatively few of their members who know them. 

In study and proclamation of the Word there are two great and dangerous evils to guard 
against, namely, Opinion and Interpretation. The former is essential heresy. Opinion 
in relation to Scripture is presumption, daring, irreverent and arrogant. ‘Interpretation’ 
other than that supplied by the Scriptures themselves is similar, and frequently it is mere 
distortion of the Word. 


Unto the ‘Word of Prophecy’ 
We Do Well to “Take Heed in our Hearts’ 

The study of prophecy has become perplexing through men’s manipulation. Teachers 
are divided mainly into three groups, namely, Preterists, Historicists and Futurists. Of 
the first we need take no account now. The second alleges that prophetic days are to be 
treated as years and that they relate to events from the Babylonian Captivity to the end 
of the present age. The third affirms that the days of scripture and the years and heptads 
(or weeks) are to be taken as recorded. Historicists and Futurists are largely in 
agreement as to the end of the age, and the second coming of Christ. Most of them, 
however, have followed teachers who, without Scriptural authority, have promulgated 
the usually current ideas as to the Apocalyptic Babylon, the Rapture of the Church, and 
the attitude of mind enjoined in regard to thc Return of our Lord. As in regard to 
Evangelical Doctrine we must not be ruled by men’s systems, so also as to unfulfilled 
prophecy. Each of the schools mentioned subjects the Word of God to its dicta, 
accommodates the Bible to its scheme and uses the arts of so called ‘interpretation’ 
accordingly. 

The following are some of the principal matters revealed in Unfulfilled Prophecy, 
namely: (1) The Return and Reign of the Lord; (2) The Future of the Church; (3) Of 
Israel and the Nations. Stated in the words of Holy Writ; 

1. The Return and Reign of the Lord 

Acts 1:11: ‘This same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in 
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like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven.’ Zechariah 14.4: ‘And His feet shall 
stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east.’ 
Zechariah 9:10: “And He shall speak peace unto the nations: and His dominion (shall 
be) from sea to sea, and from the river unto the ends of the earth.’ Psalm 72:11,17,19: 
“All kings shall fall down before Him: all nations shall serve Him ... and (men) shall be 
blessed in Him: all nations shall call Him blessed ... And blessed be His glorious Name 
for ever: and let the whole earth be filled (with) His glory; Amen.’ 

Twice in the last chapter of the Sacred Volume is the Lord’s announcement; ‘Behold, 
I come quickly,’ and the Bridal response, as well as that of the ‘hearers of faith’ 
individually — ‘Come Thou.’ ‘Come Thou.’ The penultimate verse affirms ‘Surely I 
come quickly,’ and the last verse concludes the Divine Oracles with benediction: ‘The 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.’ 

2. The Future of the Church 

1 John 3:2: ‘When He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He 
is.’ 1 Corinthians 15:51-52: ‘We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and 
the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.’ 1 Thessalonians 4:16- 
17: ‘The Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
Archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: then we 
which are alive (and) remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.’ Philippians 3:20-21: 
‘For our citizenship is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord 
Jesus Christ: Who shall change our body of humiliation, that it may be fashioned like 
unto His body of glory, according to the working whereby He is able even to subdue all 
things unto Himself;’ Revelation 20:6: “Blessed and holy (is) he that hath part in the 
first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of 
God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him. 

3. Israel and the Nations 

Jeremiah. 31:10-12: ‘Hear the word of the LORD, O ye nations, and declare it in the 
isles afar off, and say, He that scattered Israel will gather him, and keep him, as a 
shepherd his flock. Therefore they shall come and sing in the height of Zion, and shall 
flow together to the goodness of the LORD.’ Ezekiel 34:11-13, 23-24: ‘For thus saith 
the Lord GOD; Behold, I, (even) I, will both search My sheep, and seek them out, as a 
shepherd seeketh out his sheep (that are) scattered; so will I seek out My sheep, and will 
deliver them out of all places where they have been scattered in the cloudy and dark day. 
And I will bring them out from the peoples, and gather them from the countries, and 
will bring them to their own land, and feed them upon the mountains of Israel by the 
rivers, and in all the inhabited places of the country ... And I will set up one Shepherd 
over them, and He shall feed them, (even) My servant David — (the beloved one); He 
shall feed them, and He shall be their Shepherd. And I Jehovah, will be their God, and 
My servant David prince among them; I Jehovah have spoken it.’ Zechariah 13:8-9: 
‘And it shall come to pass, (that) in all the land, saith the LORD, two parts therein shall 
be cut off (and) die; but the third shall be left therein. And I will bring the third part 
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through the fire, and will refine them as silver is refined, and will try them as gold is 
tried: they shall call on My Name, and I will hear them: I will say, It (is) My people: 
and they shall say, The LORD (is) my God.’ Luke 21:24: ‘Jerusalem shall be trodden 
down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.’ Romans 11:15,25-26: 
‘For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving 
of them be but life from the dead ... For I would not,. brethren, that ye should be 
ignorant of this secret, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in 
part is happened to Israel,. until the fullness of the Gentiles be come in. And so all Israel 
shall be saved.’ Isaiah 2:2-4 with Micah 4:1,4-7: “And it shall come to pass in the last 
days, that the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established in the top of the 
mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it. And 
many peoples shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
to the house of the God of Jacob; and He will teach us of His ways, and we will walk 
in His paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from 
Jerusalem. And He shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many peoples: and 
they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks: nation 
shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.’ Micah 
with very slight variants uses the same words and adds: “But they shall sit every man 
under his vine and under his fig tree; and none shall make them afraid: for the mouth 
of the LORD of hosts hath spoken it ... And the LORD shall reign over them in Mount 
Zion.’ Isaiah 11:9: “The earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD, as the waters 
cover the sea.’ Habakkuk 2:14: ‘For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of 
Chabod Jehovah (Rendered by our translaters ‘the Glory of the LORD’), as the waters 
cover the sea.’ This apposition, namely Chabod Jehovah, occurs 35 times — five sevens. 
Isaiah 40:5: ‘And Chabod Jehovah shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see (Him) 
together: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.’ 


Mr Atheist 


(In view of the result of the general election in Britain earlier this year, we thought 
friends might be interested to read this short excerpt from John Bunyan’s ‘Pilgrim's 
Progress’) 


Now after a while they perceived afar off one coming softly, and alone, all along the 
highway to meet them. Then said Christian to his fellow, Yonder is a man with his back 
towards Zion, and he is coming to meet us. 

HOPEFUL: I see him; let us take heed to ourselves now, lest he should prove a flatterer 
also. So he drew nearer and nearer, and at last came up to them. His name was Atheist, 
and he asked them whither they were going. 

CHRISTIAN: We are going to the Mount Zion. 
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Then Atheist fell into a very great laughter. 

CHRISTIAN: What is the meaning of your laughter? 

ATHEIST: I laugh to see what ignorant persons you are, to take upon you so tedious 
a journey, and yet are like to have nothing but your travel for your pains. 

CHRISTIAN: Why, man, do you think we shall not be received? 

ATHEIST: Received! There is no such place as you dream of in all the world. 

CHRISTIAN: But there is in the world to come. 

ATHEIST: When I was at home in mine own country, I heard as you now affirm, and 
from that hearing went out to see, and have been seeking this city these twenty years, 
but find no more of it than I did the first day I set out. 

CHRISTIAN: We have both heard, and believe, that there is such a place to be found. 

ATHEIST: Had not I, when at home, believed, I had not come thus far to seek; but 
finding none (and yet I should, had there been such a place to be found, for I have gone 
to seek it further than you), I am going back again, and will seek to refresh myself with 
the things that I then cast away for hopes of that which I now see is not. 

Then said Christian to Hopeful his companion, Is it true which this man hath said? 

HOPEFUL: Take heed, he is one of the flatterers. Remember what it hath cost us once 
already for hearkening to such kind of fellows. What! No Mount Zion? Did we not 
see from the Delectable Mountains the gate of the city? Also, are we not now to walk 
by faith? Let us go on, lest the man with the whip overtake us again. You should have 
taught me that lesson, which I will round you in the ears withal: “Cease, my son, to hear 
the instruction that causeth to err from the words of knowledge.’ I say, my brother, 
cease to hear him, and let us believe to the saving of the soul. 

CHRISTIAN: My brother, I did not put the question to thee, for that I doubted of the 
truth of our belief myself, but to prove thee, and to fetch from thee a fruit of the honesty 
of thy heart. As for this man, I know that he is blinded by the god of this world. Let 
me and thee go on, knowing that we have belief in the truth, and no lie is of the truth. 

HOPEFUL: Now do I rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. 

So they turned away from the man, and he, laughing at them, went his way. 


S.G.A.T. Meetings at Moneyslane 


Report by the minister 
Moneyslane Free Presbyterian Church is situated in the quiet picturesque countryside 


in the south of County Down in Northern Ireland, at the foot of the Mourne Mountains. 
As a congregation, we host an annual week of teaching meetings and it was our 
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privilege to have the Rev David McMillan from Armagh, and chairman of the 
Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony, to come and preach upon the theme of Bible 
prophecy. What a blessing the week proved to be as we delved into our Bibles to study 
what the Scriptures teach concerning future events! 

The week of teaching meetings ran from the Sabbath evening, 23" June to Friday 
evening, 28" June, 2024 with each meeting focusing upon a different theme. In total, 
the six evenings covered a large overview of Bible prophecy that were designed to whet 
the appetite of those that came, hoping that the week would spark further interest in the 
people of God to study these important truths. 

On Lord’s Day evening, we studied the subject, ‘The Times of the Gentiles,’ from 
Daniel 2 and Luke 21:24. In this meeting, we studied what the Scriptures say 
concerning that time between King Nebuchadnezzar in Babylon, the other three 
Empires — the Medo-Persian, Greek and Roman — right through to the Kingdom of 
Antichrist at the end of the age. 

On Monday evening, we studied the theme, ‘The Great Tribulation,’ from Matthew 
24:21, at the time of the end, when Antichrist will bring the severest persecution this 
world has ever known for a period of three and a half years. We noted some of the signs 
of the times for which the Christian can look out, to indicate that this period is coming, 
but we also took encouragement that even in such dark days the Lord will not leave 
Himself without a witness and many will be saved at that time (Revelation 7:9-10 and 
verse 14). 

Then on Tuesday, we heard about the ‘Two Witnesses’ of Revelation 11:1-12 that will 
come during the three and a half years of the Great Tribulation. Rev McMillan preached 
outlining their vocation, their location, their duration, their isolation, their persecution, 
their demonstration and their vindication. This was a particularly encouraging message, 
highlighting that there will always be a witness for God upon the earth, no matter how 
evil the days may become. 

Wednesday evening saw us study the ‘Final Conflict and Deliverance,’ from Zechariah 
12:1-14. It was expounded to us how Antichrist would come against Jerusalem and 
besiege it with his armies but then at the pivotal point when all will seem to be lost, 
Christ will come in victory and deliverance will be wrought. We had our souls thrilled 
as we considered the conversion of the Jews to Christ and the destruction of that wicked 
son of perdition, the Antichrist. 

When Thursday night came, we were beginning to realise just how quickly the week 
was passing. Our souls had been stirred and we afresh met with the Lord around His 
Word as we considered the seismic changes that the earth is going to know and 
experience after the return of Christ. We studied the subject, ‘Nature and the 
Millennium,’ from Isaiah 2:1-9 and Isaiah 11:1-9. We noted something of the changes 
in human life, animal life, plant life, geography and sea life. As the people of God, we 
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sat meditating upon these truths longing for that wonderful day. 

As Friday night came, we finished by exploring the subject, “The City of the Great 
King,’ from Psalm 48:2. It was a tremendous way to finish our week of meetings as we 
gazed upon Christ, the Sole King and Head of the Church. As a congregation in 
Moneyslane, we were greatly blessed by the ministry of the Lord’s servant as he 
laboured amongst us in the Word and Doctrine. We were encouraged by the goodly 
attendance and the interest there was in the relevant literature that was provided each 
evening. We would advise any that are interested, that the messages can be obtained 
from Moneyslane F.P.C.’s Facebook and YouTube pages. We trust that all who heard 
the Word over the week were exercised to study more of these things and our earnest 
prayer at the end of the week was the same as that recorded in Revelation 22:20, ‘Even 
so, come, Lord Jesus.’ 


Daniel I Henderson 


The Age is Surely Closing 
By Anna R Gadsden 


The age is surely closing, the time is hastening, when 

The ‘lie’ and ‘strong delusion’ shall grip the minds of men: 
And when our blessed Saviour, for whose return we pray, 
With sudden blaze of glory shall change the night to day. 


He comes no more in sorrow, to wear a crown of thorn, 
To bear with human hatred, with mockery and scorn: 
But on the clouds descending, invested with all power, 
While earth and heaven tremble in that tremendous hour. 


For every eye shall see Him, and they who pierced His side, 
Adore their King-Messiah, though some be scattered wide: 
His saints from all the ages, a ransomed blood-bought throng, 
Caught in the clouds to meet Him, join in redemption’s song. 


When on the Mount of Olives, His feet stand once again. 
The quivering mass is sundered, by earthquake rent in twain: 
The Valley of Decision is swept by awful power. 

The lawless foes of Israel are smitten in that hour. 


= 


JLS_Wk&W_OCt—-DeEC_44:-— LIJI 15304 ey 


WATCHING AND WAITING 291 


Called Home 


Mrs Elizabeth Ann Foster was taken to be with the Lord on the 8" June, 2024, age 77. 
She was, for over 56 years, the beloved wife of one of our SGAT trustees, Rev Ivan 
Foster. Early in life she took an interest in prophetic truth and was the daughter of the 
farmer of Ballymena (Mr Beattie), who discussed prophetic subjects with his minister, 
Rev J Kyle Paisley. Mr Paisley spoke at an SGAT conference in 1949 of the help those 
conversations with Mr Beattie proved to be. Mrs Foster, as Miss Beattie, graduated 
from Queen’s University, Belfast in July, 1967 with a Bachelor of Arts degree with 
commendation in Medieval Latin, French and German. She took a keen interest in 
Christian education, realising how unsatisfactory the state system was; and she 
commenced the Christian School in Kilskeery, Co Tyrone, remaining principal of the 
school for many years. Her husband has described her as ‘a woman of prayer,’ and that 
was certainly true. He also spoke of her as his ‘fellow-soldier,’ a very apt description, 
as she stood with him in many battles for God and Truth. Since her retirement from the 
school, Mrs Foster has been able to come over to London with Mr Foster and has 
attended the meetings at which he preached. 


Subscription Forms: When sending the last issue of the year, we usually include a 
subscription form with the magazine. We know that many of our readers have busy 
lives and do not find it easy to write letters, and the form is accordingly included for the 
use of such. Some friends have already sent, but if this is the case, the form can be used 
at a later date. We would again express our thanks to the many friends who give so 
generously to the Lord’s work through the Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony. 


S.G.A.T. Meetings: We are expecting that arrangements will be made, God willing, 
for meetings of the Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony to be held in 2025, and that full 
details will be supplied in our January issue. We trust that friends will support these 
meetings by their presence, when possible, and also bring others along. It is likely that 
meetings will be held in our new premises in the City of Lisburn, Northern Ireland. 
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‘Come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touich not the 
unclean thing; and I will receive you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be My 
sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.’ 


2 Corinthians 6:17-18. 


You are warmly invited to meetings arranged by the 
Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony, to be held, God willing, at 
NEW LIFE BIBLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 

44 SALUSBURY ROAD, LONDON, NW6 6NN 
(near Queens Park Underground Station — Bakerloo Line) 


Theme for 2024 — Romans 9 — 11 


October 25th, 7pm 
Subject: Our Duty to Israel (11:30-32) 
Speaker: David McMillan 


November 22nd, 7pm 
Subject: The Wisdom and Knowledge of God (11:33-36) 
Speaker: Richard Monteith 


It is hoped that each message will be recorded and friends should be able to 
listen to and download messages from our website. Full lists of S.G.A.T. 
recordings and of publications can be found on our website 
(WWW.SGAT.ORG) or may be obtained from the S.G.A.T. secretary. 


Representative in Australia: Mr Graeme McPhee, 8 Lawrence Street, Goolwa North, 
South Australia, 5214. (E-mail:graeme.mcphee@ gmail.com). (Tel: 08 8121 2775. 
Mobile: 0421 028 040). 


Representative in Canada: Mr Andrew Foster, 549 Johnson Crescent, Oliver, 
British Columbia, VOH 1T5 (E-mail: atcfoster@ gmail.com). 


Representative in New Zealand: Miss E R Wilson, 27 Walshs Road, Ashburton, 7700 


To our subscribers and friends: Please send subscriptions, gifts to Sustentation Fund, 
for Bible circulation and orders for publications to the S.G.A.T. secretary, Mr Stephen 
A Toms, 1 Donald Way, Chelmsford, Essex, CM2 9JB. Cheques, etc. should be made 
payable to ‘Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony.’ In order to save postage, receipts will 
be sent with the next issue of the magazine. 


To those not residing in the United Kingdom: Our bank informs us that electronic 
transfer is a safer, faster and less costly way of making payments, so that if any friend 
residing outside the United Kingdom wishes to send money, we will gladly, on request, 
send the IBAN which is needed for such transaction. Supporters in Australia, Canada 
or New Zealand may send to their respective representatives. Payments can be made 
over the S.G.A.T. web-site. 


S.G.A.T. Council: Peter Fleming, Martin Humphrey, Brian McClung, 
David McMillan, Richard Monteith, Andrew P Toms, Paul Toms, Stephen A Toms. 


